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Application Instructions


Please fill out the application completely. Mark N/A for items that do not apply.

Entrepreneur/Business Owner designation: If you are not yet in business but planning to be, complete the ‘Entrepreneur’ section. If you are currently running a business, complete the ‘Business Owner’ section. Please complete the section that applies to you.

On the “Certification of Family Size and Income” form, circle the number in your household (family) and the income level that applies to you. Below the chart, be sure to fill in your contact information.

If you are completing this application electronically: click into each line or box to add your answers. For the “Certification of Family Size and Income” form, bold and underline the income and family size that applies to you.

Please leave the signature line blank.




Application Checklist
Did you remember to:
· Fill out all areas on the application?
· Circle the family size and income that applies to you?
· Answer all of the Business Aptitude Survey questions and total your scores?
· L.A. RESIDENTS OR THOSE OPERATING A BUSINESS IN L.A.: Include a copy of your California identification/driver’s license/ or current utility bill or business license (if available) with current L.A. address?



	
If you have any questions while completing the application, please call (323) 789-4515.
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Application


	Client Information



Please complete all information on the application legibly; put N/A on items that do not apply.

	Name:
	



	Address:
	



	City:
	
	State:
	
	Zip:
	



	Home Phone:
	
	Cell Phone:
	



	Email:
	



	Please indicate your preferred method to receive notices from VSEDC:
	Postal mail
	
	Email
	



	Business Information



ENTREPRENEURS: If you have not started your business, complete this section.

	Proposed Business Name:
	



	Type of business (product or service):
	



	Proposed start date:
	
	Business Partner?
	



	Planned business location:
	Home-based
	
	Office/storefront
	
	    Online
	




BUSINESS OWNERS: If you are currently in business, complete this section.

	Business Name:
	



	Type of business (product or service):
	



	Business start date:
	
	Business Partner:
	



Please check the type of documentation you currently have and indicate date obtained:

	
	LA Tax Registration Cert.______
	
	DBA__________________

	
	Seller’s Permit________
	
	Non-profit 501 (c)3 status_____

	
	Federal tax ID/EIN_______
	
	Other:____________________



	Business location:
	Home-based
	
	Office/storefront
	
	Online
	        



	Are you operating this business full- or part-time?
	Full-time
	
	Part-time
	



	What is your current revenue (gross receipts)?
	Monthly
	
	2010 year
	



	If office/storefront, business address:
	



	Business Phone:
	

	
Have you ever started another business?  
	  Yes
	
	    No
	



	If yes, is it still operating?  
	Yes
	
	No
	
	How long?
	



	Please describe the business and explain if it is no longer in operation:



	




	Interest in Entrepreneurial Training



Please describe the biggest challenge you are facing and why you would like to participate
	in the Entrepreneurial Training Program.
	

	



	Have you taken any business courses or seminars during the last 5 years?    
	Yes
	
	No
	



	If yes, what were they, and when?
	


													
	



How did you hear about this program?

	Friend
	
	
	Newspaper (please specify)
	

	ETP Alumni
	
	
	Other (please specify)
	




	Educational Background and Demographic Information



	Level
	Name and Location
	Graduation Date & Degree Earned
	Major/Subjects
of Study

	High School
	
	
	

	Trade School
	
	
	

	College/University
	
	
	

	Graduate Education
	
	
	



Please indicate answer that applies to you. This data is utilized to tailor programs to community needs and report on the demographic served by VSEDC. The information will not be used to establish or deny eligibility.

	Age:
	
	Marital Status:
	
	Race:
	
	Number in household:
	



I certify that my answers are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

	Signature:
	
	Date:
	



 (
For questions, please call
 323.789.4515
)Please return the application via postal mail, fax, or email to:	
Vermont Slauson Business Enterprise Center               
6109 South Western Ave., L. A., CA 90047
Fax: 323.789.4524  ichambeshi@vsedc.org

ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING PROGRAM

Letter of Commitment

For the successful completion of this course, I agree to:

· Complete the Vermont Slauson Entrepreneurial Training Program by attending all sessions as scheduled and by completing a business plan.

· Obtain a DBA or Business License, or registration of business operation.

· Submit all paperwork required by the second week of class.

· Notify VSEDC staff or ETP Instructor if you anticipate an absence.

· Complete Program Evaluation upon completion of the program

· Inform VSEDC staff of any jobs or business created or retained, any increase in business revenue or personal income due to participation in the program for the two years following class graduation.


	I,
	
	, agree to the terms outlined above.


                         Print Name


This is a contract with the Vermont Slauson Entrepreneurial Training Program and myself.


	Signature:
	
	Date:
	




















CITY OF LOS ANGELES
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
DIRECT BENEFIT CERTIFICATION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CERTIFICATION OF FAMILY SIZE AND INCOME
(Please circle BOTH size and income)

	Family Size
	Family Income

	1
	$28,750

	2
	$32,850

	3
	$36,750

	4
	$41,050

	5
	$44,300

	6
	$47,604

	7
	$50,908

	8
	$54,150




My current yearly family income is less than or equal to the income level shown above for my family size.  I understand this information is subject to verification by authorized government officials.

	NAME:
	



	ADDRESS:
	



	CITY:
	
	ZIP:
	



	COMPANY NAME (if applicable):
	



	SIGNATURE:
	
	DATE:
	




THIS CERTIFICATION FORM MAY BE USED TO DOCUMENT DIRECT BENEFIT TO LOW AND MODERATE INCOME INDIVIDUALS FOR JOB CREATION OR RETENTION ACTIVITIES.

THE FAMILY INCOMES SHOWN ON THE ABOVE CERTIFICATION ARE APPLICABLE FOR LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND ALL CITIES WITHIN THE COUNTY.

 




ENTREPRENEURIAL SELF-ASSESSMENT
Do you have what it takes?
Perhaps you have recently lost your job or have decided on a career change, and are considering starting your own small business. This may be the right time to pursue your dreams and use your skills and talents to start a business. Nevertheless, it is not enough to just have a good business idea. As an entrepreneur, you will be responsible for project development, time management, attending to various details, and small business financing. In order to begin the preparations for starting your own business, it is necessary to do a self-evaluation to determine if you have the qualities of an entrepreneur.
Successful entrepreneurs:
· are visionaries
· take initiative
· are organized
· are sociable
· are risk-takers
The entrepreneurial spirit goes beyond the competition and risk inherent in starting a business. It is a spirit rooted in self-confidence and autonomy.

The following questions provide a guideline for conducting your own self-evaluation. These questions will help you to determine your strong and weak points before taking on the role of small business owner. Answer carefully, giving yourself a score between 1 (the lowest rating) and 5 (the highest rating).
· Do I have a clear and enthusiastic vision of my business?_____ 
· An entrepreneur should have an enthusiastic vision that is supported by concrete ideas of products and services that are unique (not necessarily currently available in the marketplace)
· How capable am I of making decisions?_______ 
· Entrepreneurs are generally obligated to make decisions, often instantaneously, without being able to consult a third party.
· Entrepreneurs not only must be able to take initiative, but should be able to persuade others to join and support their cause and/or vision.
· How successful am I at planning and organization?_______ 
· A lack of planning is the main cause for the majority of small business failures. It is necessary to be very organized, especially in your financial planning, projections of inventory and product, and scheduling.
· An entrepreneur is very strategic in all his/her actions, and develops a plan with a specific methodology and clear goals.
· How well do I get along with a wide variety of people?_______ 
· An entrepreneur generally must interact with a wide variety of individuals and build mutually beneficial relationships, particularly with suppliers and clients, while being able to negotiate terms on contracts.
· An entrepreneur is a successful communicator and is generally an extrovert.
· An entrepreneur has the ability to effectively manage different people working within or in collaboration with his/her business.
· How willing am I to take risks?_______ 
· It is necessary to carefully evaluate the costs associated with starting a business. Do a market analysis, identify the needs of the targeted clientele and TAKE ACTION!
· An entrepreneur is not afraid of making errors, learning from them and implementing new knowledge within his/her processes
Total Score:_______
If you scored between:
21-25: Now is the time to roll up your sleeves and get going! Start by researching available business resources in your geographic area! 

16-20: It is highly possible that you have the profile of an entrepreneur, but it would be a good idea to speak with the various business development centers in your area, including SBDCs, the SBA and SCORE, in order to investigate further how you will go about beginning your own business.

11-15: You may need to spend time reflecting on your ability to start your own business. Speak with business professionals, counselors, as well as family and friends.

5-10: You may just not be cut out to start your own business. At the very least, you may not possess the main characteristics of most successful entrepreneurs.

0-4: Starting your own business is probably not the best way to use your various talents and skills.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Not only is it important to carefully evaluate your own personal characteristics, but also the impact that starting your own business will have on your personal life. You must consider whether or not you have the physical and emotional energy needed to start and administer your own business, most likely working 12 hour days or more every day of the week, at least to start. Furthermore, you must consider the effect starting your own business may have on your family, as it is important to have their support in your efforts.

Indeed, starting a business requires much energy and commitment, but it is possible to do! In order to get off on the right foot, make sure you do a thorough self-evaluation, asking yourself - ‘do I have what it takes?'
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